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Meeting News ~ April 11,  2026   

Candidates: Profession and the Secular    
      Franciscan - Deacon David Sire
  
Fraternity:  St. Junipero Serra-Pt.  4– Kim

    

Prayer for Vocations
Oh, Good and Gracious God,
God of mercy, compassion,

generosity, and love,
As we live our lives today

in the model of St. Francis,
choosing daily to live the Gospel life,
Help us to help others hear Your call.
Help us to help others to recognize

their vocation as a Secular Franciscan
that You have already planted

in their heart.
Help us, so that together we all may 

work
to bring the Gospel to life.

Candidates–Access the article about 
Profession of Secular Franciscans at: 
https://ofscentralnc.org/wp-content/uploads/
2016/09/profession-and-the-secular-francisca
n.pdf
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Wishing you a Birthday
Rich in Blessings…..

A Happy Birthday goes out to…

Marilyn DiNicola OFS
Waren Kato, OFS
Cyndie Williams, OFS
Tom Cooney, OFS
Norman Diaz



St. Francis Taking Jesus from the Cross 
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St. Francis’ View of the Crucifixion
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St. Francis of Assisi viewed the crucifixion as sthe 
ultimate expression of God’s love, prompting a deep, 
personal devotion to the suffering Christ. He saw it not 
just as historical pain, but as an active, “costless” love to 
be mirrored through poverty and compassion, 
culminating in his receiving the stigmata, the wounds of 
Christ.

The Ultimate Expression of Love: Francis believed the 
cross was the ultimate sign of God’s love and the 
incarnation, often referring to it as “Love without counting 
the cost.”

Active Compassion: He often wept over the suffering of 
Jesus and sought to share in it through a life of poverty, 
humility, and service to the marginalized, such as lepers.

The Stigmata as Union: In 1224 on Mount La Verna, 
Francis received the stigmata after a vision of a seraph 
on a cross. This was seen as a divine seal confirming his 
total identification with the crucified Jesus, uniting his 
own life and body with Christ’s passion.

“God on the Cross”: Francis viewed the Passion as a 
reality that should be “repeated and re-presented” 
through life, often identifying the suffering of the world 
with the suffering of Jesus.

St. Francis’ approach to the crucifixion emphasized a 
profound emotional and spiritual connection, seeking not 
jus to honor the sacrifice, but to embody it.
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Prayer Card from Assisi
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